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preparation of the Panjab Civil Code.    The summary system of
civil justice established by the late Board of Administration
has  been  already mentioned.     For the then  existing stage
of society southing like equity was secured in a rough and
ready though substantial manner.    The prolix procedure of the
Eegulations was abandoned, and some brief rules were sub-
stituted.    The Board and its officers soon began to improve and
amplify these rules of procedure mainly with the object of con-
fronting personally the litigant parties and their respective sets
of witnesses before the judge, who would thus gather the truth
that is sure to come out in verbal discussion when question and
answer, rejoinder and repartee, are fired off, as it were, shot for
shot, before either side have time to concoct allegations.   At
that time, too, the Legislative Council in Calcutta, at the instance
of Mr. (afterwards Sir Henry) Harington, were considering a
draft Act for the same purpose.   The Board at Lahore, how-
ever, began to take action, and first George Barnes, an officer
of John Lawrence's own school and entirely after his liking,
drafted some rules of procedure.    It was then determined that
a procedure should be framed to which was to be added a code
of such substantive law as might suffice for  the coxirts of
justice in the Panjab ; and the preparation of this short code of *
law and procedure was entrusted to me.   Shortly before this the
Board had been abolished, and I was ordered to undertake the
codification, under the immediate direction of Montgomery, the
Judicial Commissioner.    The procedure was so framed as to be
simple, and full effect was given to it by the courts.    Its opera-
tion proved successful for several years, until it was superseded
by the procedure prescribed by the legislature for all British
India; and in that legislation its best principles are embodied,
though clothed in a more scientific form.     The substantive
law  comprised  mainly such  extracts  from the Hindu and
Muhammadan laws as might be needed for the determination of
questions relating to the social usages of the Natives, together
with some plain directions taken from the English law of con-
tracts, and various rules which experience in the province had
already shewn to be necessary*   This substantive law, so far